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of opinion occurs, the home authorities are enabled to form
a more correct judgment on the merits of every case which
may be brought under their notice.
" I see no objection to the supreme government being
invested with a general power of restraint on the public
expenditure at the subordinate precidencies; and it may
be useful that the Regulations framed at those presidencies
should be submitted for sanction to the superior autho-
rity, in order that uniformity in the gmeral principles of
legislation may be preserved: but I am by no means of
opinion that legislation should vest entirely and exclu-
sively in the supreme government.    It appears to me that
laws should be adapted to the state of the particular
society, and the local administration must certainly be
best qualified to judge of the wants of the community
over which it presides.    Absolute uniformity in legislation
is neither necessary nor desirable, nor perhaps practicable.
Nothing can be more dissimilar than the character and
habits of different classes of the population of India, and
no assumption could be more fallacious, than that the
same laws would answer equally well for them all.   The
natives of Bengal Proper bear no resemblance to the
inhabitants of Upper Hindostan; and although I cannot
speak from the same personal knowledge, I have reason
to believe that the Mahrattas of the Deccan, and the
Nairs, Mopilas, and other inhabitants of the Peninsula,
are distinguished in a remarkable manner from both.
Why is it that the Regulations of 1795 for Benares have
been found more suitable and easy of execution than
other parts of our code?   Simply because the Benares
Regulations were drafted on the spot, upon an accurate
knowledge of the wants of the particular society.    I con-
tend, then,   that the power of  legislation should be
continued in the subordinate governments, although I
do not object to their being required to submit their